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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
WHEELING, July 28, 1863. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Delegates : 

T have received from His Excellency, F. H. Peirpoint, Governor 
of Virginia, the enclosed communication and the accompanying re- 
port of S. P. Hildreth, Esq., on the subject of the Auditor's office 
and the state of the finances of the State of Virginia at the time of 
the organization of the State of West Virginia, which I submit to you 
tor your consideration and action. The report of Mr. Hildreth con- 
tains a statement showing, as nearly as he could ascertain, the bal- 
ance in the treasury on the 19th day of June, 1863, which is to be 
transferred to this State under the provisions of the Act of the 
General Assembly, passed February 4, 1863; and also a statement 
showing the amount of money paid into the treasury by the coun- 
ties of the State of Virginia outside the boundaries of this State, 
and the amount drawn therefrom for those counties, and the bal- 
ance in their favor. The report also shows that some of the appro- 
priations made by the General Assembly of Virginia have been 
overdrawn, and, as the money in the treasury after paying the ap- 
propriations, is the property of this State, it will be necessary for 
the Legislature to make an appropriation to meet the amount over- 
drawn, and thereby legalize what has been done. It will also be 
seen that many of the appropriations have not been exhausted. 

It will also be seen from the communication of Governor Peir- 
point, that there is a large number of claims against the State of 
Virginia, held by persons within the boundaries of this State, for 
the payment of which no appropriations have been made; and that 
there are no such claims held by persons in the remaining State of 
Virginia. Asthe balance in the treasury is to be transferred to 
this State, it may become necessary to make provision for the pay- 
ment of chose claims due our own citizens, when they are ascer- 
tained, At present, I am unable to state their character or amount, 
but would suggest that the subject be referred to the proper com- 
mittee to inquire into and report thereon, and the several sums 
that it is proper, should be paid out of the treasury in discharge of 
the claims referred to. 

It will also be seen from the communication of Governor Peir- 
point, that he appreciates fully the difficulties that might occur in 
the absence of the books, papers, &c., of the Auditor's office, or of 
copies of the same, and therefore, he proposes to leave those books, 
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papers, &e., in the hands of the officers of this State for the pres- 
ent, but requests that you pass an Act directing that they be all 
delivered tothe proper authorities of the State of Virginia, if they 
shall be demanded. He does not know that they will or will 
not be demanded. I recommend that such an Act be passed, and, 
in view of the contingency mentioned, and of the very great injury 
that must result to this State, if we should be left without those 
books, papers, &e., or copies of.them, I recommend that provision 
be made to have copies of them made, in the event that they shall 
be called for by the proper authorities of Virginia. 

By section 6 of the Act passed February 3d, 1863, page 65 of 
Acts 1862-68, these books, papers, &c., were directed to be copied, 
und the copies'to be delivered to the Governor of this State “when 
his election should be officially declared:” and I am informed that 
the appropriations of the same session of the General Assembly, in-, 
eluded a sum sufficient, and was enlarged for the purpose, (al- 
though not expressed,) of copying the same. But from some cause, 
unknown to me, the còpies have not been made, and, of course, the 
money appropriated to pay for the same, passes to this State by 
the Act transferring the balance in the treasury of the State of 
Virginia. The money intended to be used for this purpose thus 
remains in the treasury. 

As these books, papers, &c. or copies of them, are needed al- 
most daily for the purpose of ascertaining balances due from col- 
lecting officers, making settlements, &e., I hope the Legislature will 
take speedy action on this subject. I may say that had it not been 
that my attention, as well as the attention of the Legislature, has 
been given to military matters for a few days past, the necessity: 
tor which is known to all, this communication would have been 
made at an earlier day. 

A. I. BorEMAN. 


WHEELING, July 22d, 1863. 


To His Excellency A. I. Borneman, 
Wheeling, West Va.. 
7 Sir :—By act of General As- 
sembly of Virginia, passed February 3, 1863, page 64, it is provi- 
ded among other things, that all property and debts due the State 
lying within and owing from persons resident in the boundaries of 
the new State, should belong to the State of West Virginia, with- 
out further transfer. Provision is made also in the same act, re- 
quiring the Auditor of Public Accounts of the State of Virginia 
to procure fit blank books and transcribe therein true copies of all 
the records, &c., which may be useful to the State of West Vir- 
ginia. These copies were to be certified by the executive and “‘de- 
livered to the Governor of West Virginia, when his election was afficiully 
declared, for the use of said State of West Virginia.” There was 
also an act passed on 4th ot same month (page 68) appropriating 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to the State of West Vir- 
-ginia, and also the residue in the treasury after certain deductions 
therein named. as 

The Auditor and Treasurer of the State having resigned on the 
19th day of June, 1868, it became my duty, to appoint successors. 
I was informed that the copies of the records required by the Gen- 
eral Assembly for use of State of West Virginia had not been made 
out by the Auditor of Public Accounts—nor had any statements of 
moneys received and expenditures made, &c., in accordance with 
the second section of last Act, been made, to ascertain the proper 
‘payment to be made to West Virginia out of the Treasury. I 
therefore directed the Treasurer and Auditor, by the assistance of 
Mr. Hagans, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to examine the 
books, &c., of the Auditor’s office and report to me their condition, 
with a view to ascertain whether any copies were needed of books 
and papers &. Also to ascertain and make statements in regard 
to the money in the treasury and sources whence derived, &c. 

The Treasurer, S. P. Hildreth furnished me the enclosed report, 
which I herewith sénd you. 

I suppose it will involve the State of West Virginia in great dif- 
ficulty to arrive at its rights, under the Acts of Assembly, above 
referred to, without the original books and papers for reference. 

I find there is a number of claims against the State, held by per- 
sons in the bounds of the new State, which cannot be paid without 
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further appropriation, the money appropriated, applicable to that 
subject, having been all expended. You will see from Mr. Hil- 
dreth’s report, the appropriations which have been overdrawn and 
the amounts. There is also a large number of accounts not audi- 
ted, connected with the delinquent list and other papers, and with 


this is the unascertained school fund belonging to counties. (See 
report.) 


There are but four counties in the State of Virginia from which 
any revenue has been derived. There are no unsettled claims from 
that section that I am awareof. If there are any, I can have them 
arranged, if it is by further legislation. But as the money whichis 
now in the treasury, derived from the counties in West Virginia 
will be handed over to the treasury of the State, and as the officers 
cannot pay a portion of the claim without further legislation, and 
as it would subject the parties residing in the west to great incon- 
venience and delay to await legislation in Virginia, and then bring 
their claims there for payment, it occurs to me that this business 
should all be settled here by such legislation as may be necessary. 
Mr. Hildreth states that some of the delinquent lists are not re- 
turned, anıl others incorrect. It occurs to me that there might be 
difficulty on the part of the State of Virginia, now that the State 
is divided, to enforce the returns, &., that may be necessary to set- 
tle the accounts with the different counties in regard to the literary 
fund derived from capitation tax. 

I am anxious for the wélfare of the new State of West Virginia. 
I desire to furnish the greatest facilities for securing her interests, 
and in view of that, I propose to leave the books, papers, &e., with 
you for reference and settlement, asking that your Legislature will 
pass an Act directing that they all be delivered to the proper au- 
thorities of the State of Virginia when demanded. They may be 
demandedand may not, I have no authority to say they will not. 

With sincere desire for the future welfare of your new State of 
» West Virginia, 

Iam, Yours, &c., 
(Signed,) F. H. PEIRPOINT, 
Governor. 


WHEELING, W. Va., July 14, 1863. 
His Excellency F. H. PEIRPOINT, 


‘ Dear Sir :—In accordance with your 
request, I would respectfully report that, with the assistance of 
Messrs, L. A. Hagans and Dr. Webb, I have examined the papers, 
vouchers, and memorandums of accounts kept in the Auditor’s Of- 
fice of the Commonwealth since the restoration of the Government. 

In a book called “Sheriff ’s Accounts,” we found where the amount 


of taxes reported annually by Commissioners of the Revenue were - 


charged to the Sheriffs of the Commonwealth. We compared the 
Land and Property Books with the accounts as charged, and found 
-the following errors: 

Sheriff of Brooke county is overcharged tax on town lots, in 1861, 
$21; Sheriff of Putnam county, overcharged tax on town lots, $252, 
80, in 1861; Sheriff of Jackson county is charged tax on personal 
property, $754 98, it should be, 2,241 07; Sheriff of Upshur county 
is charged tax on personal property, for 1862, $506 27, it should be 
$2,552 50. This sheriff, according to the account, had paid his in- 
debtedness to the State, and his account has been closed, 

Sheriff of Gilmer county is charged tax on lands, $3,093 16, it 
should be, $3,039 16. 

Sheriff of Kanawha county is charged t as on town lots, $9,078 94, 


— 


it should be, 1,456 32, and $3 in same account, an undercharge in ` 


tax on personal prone ELEY. For some of the accounts we could not 
find any land books or property books to compare with. 

We next examined a book, called “License Book,” in which was 
charged the taxes on licenses. In this we also found some errors, 
the largest of which was $20, and we concluded to take no account 
of them. 

Next came a book (without any index,) called “Railroads, Banks. 
Express and Insurance Companies,” in which was charged the taxes 
on dividends, in this we found that on the 14th of March, 1868, the 
Sheriff of Ohio county collected from three Institutions, (here in the 
city,) taxes amounting (less his commissions) to $866 59. The whole 
amount was credited to each of the institutions, in addition to which 
they were credited-with commissions, 5 per cent. 

While on the subject of licenses, we omitted to mention that in 
some instances the Sheriffs owed largely for 1861, while they were 
overcredited for 1862. The proper plan, we think, would have 
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been to have made the Sheriffs pay all that they owed for one year 
before crediting them anything for the taxes of a subsequent year. 

We have no doubt that a number of the accounts in both the 
sheriffs and license tax books could be closed if they were credited 
with their delinquent lists and commissions. It is true that owing 
to the disturbed state of affairs in the State, a number of delinquent 
lists have not been sent to the office, and it is also true that those 
which have been sent are not properly credited. After a great deal 
of patient examination we failed to understand the subject of delin- 
(quent lists. In some instances we found them credited tothe account, 
direct, while in others the accounts were credited with the Audi- 
tor’s warrant for the amount, which was charged to an appropriation 
called “Erroneous Assessments and Delinquent Tax,” in a book call- 
ed “Journal,” (we could find no such appropriation,) whether or not 
this is the correct plan we are unable to say. 


In the book called “Journal,” to which we have referred, we found 
the amount in the Treasury, on the lst October, 1862, to have 


DORN sien Shae ea eet ot eee ee one ne iene $120,159 01 
Amount received since that time to 19th June,1863,-- 252,529 71 
Totals eee PO Pes TED Jee aS $372,688 72 


Out of which the following have been paid: 
Salaries of Officers of Civil Government, ----- $ 6,264 10 
A © Judges and Att’ys for Comm'’th,-- 12,091 71 
Contg't Expenses of Courts Commonwealth,-- 1,635 65 


Criminal Charges,_-.---------------------- 8,078 24 
Civil Contingent Fund,_-.-----.----------- 17,052 57 
Militia of State, --------------------------- 1,785 45 
Lunatics in Jail,------------------- -MMi 3,126 73 
Pabbe Prinun gis cvesecasaceseet ec eawe ee 1,626 11 
Patrols and State Volunteers,_-...-.-.--..- 134 
Expense of Anditor’s and Treasurer’s Offices,- 1,469 74 
i “ Secretary and Adj't Genl’s “ - 105 68 
Contingent Expense Adj’t General's * - 430 67 
Pay of Auditor's Olerks,------------------- 900 
“ « Adjutant General’s Clerk,----------- 374 97 
« u Treasurer's Clerk,..------..--------- 100 
“ u Adjutant General,.-...------------- 862 27 
« u Janitor of Executive Offces,--------- 225 
Expenses of Elections,-_-------------------- 38 82 
Coroner's Inquests,-~---------------------- 70 85 
Military Purposes,------------------------ 1,144 08 
Lunatic and other Asylums, ----------------- 2,877 83 
Erroneous Assessments and Delinquent Tax,- 1,650 54 
Miscellaneous Appropriations,-------------- 518. 05 
Expense of General Assembly, 4th Dec. 1862. 18,322 67 
i “ Board of Public Works,---------- 6 50 
u " Convention, 26th November, 1861, 25 


u “ Convention, 12th February, 1863, 7,000 


Special Appropriations, ....----------------- 1,146 91 
Expense of Collecting Arms,-...------------ 86 80 
Weston Lunatic Asylum,- ------------------ 40,000 

Educational Purposes, - --------------------- 11,984 72 
Commissioners of Revenue,----------------- 26,778 58 


$147,408 89 


Balance in Treasury, 20th June, 1863,_....-.--------- $225,279 83 
Which is deposited in the following Banks: 

North Western Bank, Wheeling,--------------------- $94,785 59 

É ‘s “Parkersburg, ------------------ 27,776 62 

É É ©“ Wellsburg, -----p-------------- 9,899 80 

Merchants and Mechanic's Bank, Wheding, ----------- 79,002 35 

eo “ “ e Clarksburg, --------- 7.271 16 

“ s u “ Morgantown, -------- 7,044 55 


Observe a difference of 24 cents between the amount‘in Bank and 
what there should be. We hunted for the cause of the difference, 
but were unable to find it. 

The following appropriations are overdrawn: 

Amounts Paid. Appropriated. Overdrawn. 


Judiciary,------- =---------- $12,091 71 10,000 9,091 71 
Criminal Charges,-_--.------- 8,078 24 6,000 2,078 24 
Lunatics in Jail, $8,126 78 

‘other Asylums, 2,377 838 5,504 56 5,000 504 56 
Public Printing,------------ 1,626 11 1,500 126 1I 


Expense of General Assembly 18,322 67 17,000 1,822 67 
l $6,123 29 


In the appropriations of Salaries of Officers of Civil Government 
an item appears, Voucher No. 945, S. Crane’s salary is charged $466, 
66, which is an error, it should be $441 95. He has overdrawn 
$24 61. In pay of Auditor's Clerks, Vouchers Nos. 948, and 949, 
it appears that both the Auditor’s clerks have been paid from April 
lst to July 1st, 1863, overdrawn in one case, $22 28, and the other, 


$11,12. 


The following table will show the amount yet unexpended of the 
different appropriations: i 
. ` App. Expended. Balance. - 
Salaries officers Givil Government,-12 500 6,264 10, 6,285 90 
Contg’t expenses Courts Comm’th,_ 5 000 1,685 65 38,864 35 
Commissioners Revenue,----~----- 10,000 -6,778 58 3,221 42 
Civil Contingent Fund, 15,000 00 
Cre'd by Gov. Peirpoint, 2,630 43 17,630 43 17,052 57 577 86 
Contg't exp. Aud. and Treas. offices, 2 500 1,469 94 1,080 06 


Pay Auditor's Clerks,..--.-.------ 1,500 900 00 600 00 
Pay of Adjutant General’s Clerk,- 625 3874 97 250 03 
Janitor Executive offices,...-...-.. 400 225 00 175 00 
Pay Treasurer’s Clerk,.....------- 200 100 00 100 00 
Expenses of Elections,....------. 200 33 82 166 18 
Coroner's Inquests,z-------------- 100 TO 85 29 15 
Pay of Adjutant General,--------- 1,200 862 27 83877 
Expenses taking care of arms,---- 1,000 86 830 9183 70 
Contg't exp. Adj't Gen. offce,----- 500 480 67 69 33 
To defray expenses of sick and 
wounded soldiers,------------- 2,000 2,000 00 
Vaetine A .gent)s.0--suesossueeus 500 ; 500 00 — 
The amount received from the counties outside the State of 
West Virginia, is as follows: 
From Alexandria county cavasoencatwes sec ae 16,920 91 
‘© Accomac Sg ee ae ae ere arene neers (eee 6,370 28 
“Fairfax BP oes E a ha eraieta aie ~ 219 75 
i Norihamypton, : _ E E eee eet oles 1,068 65 


24,574 59 
Paid out in same counties, 


Members General Assembly,_-------.---.--- 4,501 60 
Convention August, 1861,--.-----.--------- 128 00 
Salary Judge Citenit Court, ---------------- 2,675 90 
Lünaties e sia ea da a a a 4,420 69 
Commissioners Revenue,.------------------ 1,882 75 
Cåürts ensia naa eae E 98 00 
Criminal harpes a. eattewe ae a 1,479 79 


14,636 78 


Receipts over expenditures,._..---..---.-...---..-- 9,987 86 


It would require too much time to endeavor to ascertain the 
amount set aside by law for educational purposes, (which is the cap- 
itation tax,) as it would necessarily involve another examination of 
delinquent lists, and we doubt very much that it could be ascer- 
tained correctly. There has been no capitation tax account kept 
in the books, In conclusion, we would say that if the Legislature 
of West Virginia would pass an Act by which you could get pos- 
session of them whenever you required it, we would deliver the 
books to the Executive of West Virginia, so that the accounts in 
them might be properly settled, for they can be of no manner of 
use to you unless they were demanded by the General Assembly of 
Virginia, hereafter, 

Very Respectfully, 

(Signed.) S. P. HILDRETH. 


